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1.GOAL

To promote technica cooperation among the Members technica bodies, acting on
the TBT context, and train human resources from these bodies (of metrology,
standardization, technical regulation, and conformity assessment) in particular asa
basis to build the technical confidence which is necessary for mutua recognition
agreements, with aview toward facilitating business by diminating unnecessary
barriers to trade.

2.FOCUS

Metrology (basic, indudtrid, legd)
Standardization and Technical Regulation
Conformity Assessment (as defined in ISO/IEC Guide 2)

1.MODALITIES

Technical cooperation/ass stance activities hereby considered may consist of severd
kinds of moddities which can be, grosso modo, classified asfollows

a) technicd assgance: transfer of technicad and managerid specidized knowledge,
in order to alow the establishment, reinforcement and/or improvement of on given
technical structure;

b) technica missons  from one country to ancther, in order to promote mutual
knowledge and understanding of their technica structures and practices,

€) Traning and human resources development:  induding short, medium and long
term activities, such as laboratory assessors courses, implementation of quality
systems in labs, uncertainty measurement calculation, etc;

d) Technicd Conaultation: that would alow experts from one country to help
developping and improving specific areasin other countries,

o

Onthejobtraining: specidly designed training programs to alow technicians from
one country to work, during a established period, in other countries technical
structures,

f) Joint technica activities. technicd activities performed by two or more experts
from different countries aiming at achieving mutua confidence (peer evaution,




inter-comparison activities in laboratories, etc.)

Q) Medings such as, seminars, workshops, lectures, etc., in order to present and
discuss technicd themes,

1.THEMESTO BE CONSIDERED UNDER THE PROGRAM
4.1. METROLOGY

Providing technical assistance for mapping the structures (legal framework
and indtitutions) and facilities (ingalations and technica personnel) of each
country in need thereof, identifying strong and week points.

Desgning a program of technica internships in the hemisphere' s best
trained and best equipped metrology laboratories (both primary and
secondary). These internships will be made available to technicians from
laboratories in the countries with the most needy systems.

Holding specific traveling courses, covering such areas as uncertaintiesin
measurements, metrology and metrologicd rdiability, certifying and
quaifying measuring ingruments, the fundaments of industrid metrology,
metrology and quality systems, laboratory accreditations, the calibration
laboratory quality system (ISO/IEC 17025 Standard), in accordance with
identified interests.

Organizing courses and technical assistance for groups of calibration
laboratories in each country in need thereof, to implement 1SO/IEC 17025
Standard.

Holding high-level ssminarsintended to encourage debate on advanced
metrology topics as a dtrategy for promoting interaction between leading
figures in the area with researchers and technicians from Members.
Conducting studies of the technica feasibility of sharing metrologica
infrastructure in regiond or sub-regiond levels.

Conducting cross-comparison activities among cdibration laboratories.
Egablishing a pand of vidting consultants to undertake tasksin their
specidized areas a laboratories in need of such specidigts.

Egtablishing a data base of senior consultants (chiefly retired personnel) to
provide longer term assistance and consulting under the auspices of WTO.
Desgning a program to improve the participation of developing countries
in key comparisons under the schedule of the BIPM/CIPM and the
Regiond Metrology Organizations.

Designing a program to help countries to improve or even cregte their
legd metrologica structures, including metrology legidation and systems
for control and inspection of pre-packaged goods and measuring
ingruments

4.2. STANDARDIZATION

Providing technica assistance for implementing a computerized system for
drafting, discussing, voting on, recording, and salling technical standards.
Organizing courses to train gpeciaist teams (country delegations) to



participate a internationa standardization mesetings.

Organizing courses and providing technica assistance to draw up
company standards (of amodular nature) and to assemble permanent
dandardization structures (in companies and sectora entities).
Organizing courses and technica assstance for groups of standardization
bodies with aview toward implementing | SO/IEC Guide 59, “Code of
Good Practice for Standardization,” 1SO/IEC Guide 21 * Adoption of
International Standards as Regional or National Standards’ and Code of
Good Practice for the Preparation, Adoption and Application of
Standards (Annex 111 of TBT).

4.3. TECHNICAL REGULATION

Holding courses to introduce the concepts and obligations of the WTO's
Technicd Barriers Agreement (TBT), including the inquiry points.
Holding courses to train regulatory agencies in connection with the
technica aspects of the regulations.

Providing technicd assstance for preparing and maintaining nationd
archives of technicd regulations.

4.4. CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT

Holding courses to train auditors in assessng conformity with the
requirements of 1SO/IEC Guides 62, 65 and 66, of 1SO 17010 and
ISO/IEC 17025 Standards.

Providing technica assstance for national accreditation systems.
Organizing courses and technical assistance for the creation and/or
consolidation of certification bodies (products, processes, systems and
personndl).

Providing technica assgtance for training specidists (country delegations)
to participate a internationa bodies such as |AF, ILAC and IATCA.
Organizing teams to participate in peer evauations.

Providing technica assstance for creating regiona or subregiond
accreditation agencies in accordance with the interest displayed.
Supporting joint assessments by accreditation agencies participating in
multilateral recognition agreements (MLAS).

Supporting on-the-job training for adminigtrators of the hemisphere's
accreditation agencies.

Holding specific traveling courses, covering such areas as uncertaintiesin
measurements, certification and quaification of measuring insruments,
|aboratories accreditation, testing laboratory quaity system (ISO/IEC
Standard 17025), in accordance with identified interests.

Organizing courses and technical assistance for groups of testing
laboratories in each country in need thereof, to implement ISO/IEC
Standard 17025.

Organizing courses and technical assistance for accreditation agenciesto
implement |SO/IEC Guide 58, “Cdibration and Testing Laboratory
Accreditation Systems - Generd Requirements for Operation and



Recognition.”

Organizing courses and technica assistance for groups of accreditation
agencies aiming at the implementation of 1SO/IEC Guide 60, “Code of
Good Practice for Conformity Assessment.”

Organizing courses and technical assistance for accreditation agenciesto
implement 1SO/IEC Guide 61, “Generd Requirements for Assessment
and Accreditation of Certification/Regigtration Bodies.”

Organizing courses and technical assistance for groups of accreditation
agencies seeking the implementation of 1SO/IEC Guide 62, “Generd
Requirements for Bodies Operating Assessment and
Certification/Regidration of Qudity Sysems.”

Organizing courses and technical assistance for groups of product
certification bodies to implement |SO/IEC Guide 65, “Generd
Requirements for Bodies Operating Product Certification Systems.”
Organizing courses and technica assistance for groups of accreditation
agencies seeking accreditation to implement |SO/IEC Guide 66, “Generd
Requirements for Bodies Operating Assessment and
Certification/Regidration of Environmental Management Sysems.”
Conducting cross-comparison activities among testing laboratories.

1.COORDINATION
The adminigtrative coordination of the program will be carried out by the WTO's
Technicd Barriersto Trade Committee, with the individua program blocks being
technicaly asssted by BIPM/CIPM and OIML (scientific/industriad metrology and
legal metrology, respectively), by I1SO/IEC (standards) and by IAF and ILAC
(conformity assessment). Regarding technical regulation, it would be interegting to
receive support from 1SO and regiona standards bodies in order to clarify the
appropriate balance between standards and technical regulations, according to TBT.

2IMPLEMENTATION

6.1. SPECIALISTS/ COURSES/ TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

Countries with better prepared systems should offer lists of specidigts, with
their corresponding résumés, to feed the above mentioned specidists data
bases.

WTO shdl contact internationa financia supporting agencies and Member
States in order to provide adequate support to the activities of the program.

6.2. PROGRAMMING

Based on the demand and technica assistance availability in each of the above
mentioned themes, it should be possible to define amatrix to help the definition of a



concrete set of actions and afollow up system for the program.

This set of actions must be dynamicaly updated, and WTO should set up ainternet
gteto dlow everyone to follow the implementation of these activities and other
actionsincluded in the program (accomplished, on going and future
activities/actions).



